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Exports  of  meat  from  the  4«?incipa3rproduciiig  countries  in  195^  exceeded 
6  "billion  po\mds.    This  vas  2  percent  a'bove  a  year  earlier  and  37  per- 
cent above  the  1951-55  average. 


The  high  level  of  trade  in  1958  was  a  res^llt  of  unusually  large  imports 
of  meat  by  Canada,  the  United  States,  the  Phi3J.ppines ,  and  most  Westena 
European  countries.    Exports  frc3m  Australia,  Nev  Zealand,  Argentina, 
Denmark,  Ireland  and  several  Eastern  European  countries  continued  large. 

World  meat  trade  continues  high  in  1959^  with  strong  import  demand  by 
North  America  and  Western  Europe.    New  Zealand,  Australia,  and  Denmark 
are  maintadJiing  or  increasing  exports.    There  has  been  a  sharp  reduction 
in  beef  production  and  exports  from  Argentina. 

Imports  by  the  United  Kingdom,  the  world's  leading  meat  importer,  during 
1956  decillned  h  percent  to  3»3  billion  pounds  (carcass  weight  equivalent) 
and  accounted  for  57  percent  of  the  world's  imports.    Imfports  by  Western 
Europe,  including  the  United  Kingdom,  declined  8  percent  to  ii-.O  billion 
poimds,  and  included  70  percent  of  all  meat  entering  world  commerce. 

The  striking  feature  of  the  world  meat  trade  in  1958  vas  a  90 -percent 
increase  in  Noarbh  American  imports.  U.S.  imports  rose  to  1.1  billion 
pounds  in  I958  compared  with  5i^.3  million  in  1957  and  i*67  million,  the 
average  for  1951-55  •  The  United  States  has  become  the  second  l5.rgest 
inrpoDrber.  Entries  by  Canada,  Mexico,  Cuba  and  the  Dcaminicaa  Republic 
also  continued  high,  totaling  123  million  pounds.  Canada,  Mexico  and 
the  Dominican  Republic  also  increased  their  exports  considei^bly  and 
most  of  the  increase  was  in  beef  shipped  to  the  United  States. 


(This  Circ^^lar  contains  more  detailed  infonnation  than  the  summary  of 
the  same  title  published  in  the  monthly  supplement  of  Foreign  Crops 
and  Markets  of  July  30,  I959. )   


MEAT  l/:    Net  trade,  leading  countries,  annual  1958 
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Areas  and  countries 


Average 
1951-55 


— iTJ — y 

1957     :  1958 


Net  Imports 


Average 
1951-55 


1957 


1958 


North  America:  : 
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Total  North  America 
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Argentina's  exports  rose  to  1.6  billion  pounds  in  1958 •    This  was  3 
percent  above  a  year  earlier  and  set  a  nev  record  for  recent  years. 
There  was  a  revival  of  Brazilian  exports  and  that  coimtry's  1958  total 
soared  to  128  million  poimds.    Exchange  controls  were  adjusted  to  en- 
courage exports  and  earn  needed  foreign  currencies.    Paraguayan  exports 
were  large,  although  below  1957-    On  the  other  hand,  exports  from 
Uruguay  fell  to  only  78  million  pounds  and  were  the  lowest  in  recent 
years  as  commercial  slaughter  dropped  to  low  levels. 

Reduced  exports  of  beef  from  Uruguay  and  Argentina  in  1959  have  partly 
accounted  for  increased  beef  prices  in  the  United  Kingdom,  which  is 
still  the  largest  market  for  the  South  American  exportable  surplus. 
High  prices  for  beef  in  Europe  and  North  America  have  encouraged  ex- 
ports from  other  supplying  countries.    Ireland's  meat  exports  rose  30 
percent  in  1958,  and  Mexico's  more  than  doubled.    The  bulk  of  these  ex- 
ports was  beef  shipped  to  the  United  States  from  northern  Mexican  plants. 

The  U.S.S.R.  imported  288  million  pounds  of  meat  in  1957  and  hQ3  million 
in  1956 •    Much  of  the  imports  were  pork  from  Communist  China.  The 
U.S.S.R.  was  also  a  fairly  large  exporter  of  meat  in  both  195^  and  1957 
with  most  exports  going  to  Eastern  Europe.    During  the  past  3  years  ex- 
ports from  Eastern  Europe  have  continued  to  rise;  imports  have  declined 
and  the  area  has  become  a  more  important  net  exporter.    This  yesir's 
summary  includes  revised  data  for  U.S.S.R.  and  Eastern  European  coun- 
tries; the  data  includes  trade  with  all    countries,  rather  than  being 
limited  to  non-Communist  countries  as  in  the  past. 

Imports  of  the  Philippine  Republic  and  Malaya  in  1958  continued  to  in- 
crease.   Japan's  imports  fell  shaarply  as  world  meat  prices  rose  and 
Japanese  meat  production  increased. 

Australian  and  New  Zealand  exports  rose  moderately  in  1958  and.  were  con- 
siderably above  average.    Exports  from  New  Zealand  are  continuing  large 
this  year  and  shipments  from  Australia  are  expected  to  set  a  new  record. 
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